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Abstract

Iran shares maritime and land borders with 15 countries, placing it among
the top five countries in the world with the most neighbors. Among these
neighbors, Iraq stands out as a country that should be prioritized in Iran's
foreign policy and has the potential to become the top priority in Iran's
neighborhood policy. Throughout history, the territory of Iraq has been part
of the political geography (Iran-zamin) and later the cultural geography
(Iran-shahr) of Iran. Currently, Iraq falls within the framework of Iran's pe-
ripheral economic and security geography. The main question addressed in
this article is: "How does Iraq's position in Iran's neighborhood policy shift
from a priority to the top priority?" This hypothesis will be tested during
the research process using data gathered from field observations and li-
brary studies conducted by the authors. In this study, four key geopoliti-
cal, geo-economic, geo-cultural, and geo-strategic indicators, along with 18
sub-indicators, are extracted. Based on these, Iraq's position in the ranking
of Iran's neighboring countries will be examined.
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