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Abstract

The Jasmine revolution in Tunisia was one of the most important events of
21st century in the region. The purpose of this research is to re-examine
the revolution through analysis of shifts in “Field Opportunity Structures”
(FOS). Inspired by Marcos Ancelovici’s combination of political process the-
ory with Bordieuan conceptions of fields and forms of capital, we show that
FOS can be used as a tool for a more comprehensive and robust analysis of
social movements, with regards to cultural and social fields. The present
study uses qualitative content analysis to trace signs of change in cultural
opportunity structures in Tunisia and evaluate effects of such change on the
events leading to and influenced by the Tunisian revolution in 2011. Results
of the study show that the period of revolution was a flash point of change,
not only in politics but in the fields relating to Tunisian art and media. The
findings of the study are evidence for the effectiveness of this theoretical
approach in developing a more comprehensive model of social movement
that enable us to find a proper place for the impact of non-political alter-
ations in social movement theory, especially as it relates to movements in
the MENA region.
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