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Abstract

Relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkey have fluctuated from the
beginning to the present in a range from cooperation to competition. Perception of
Turkey as a relatively secular country united by the West and a member of NATO has
made it a challenging player in the intellectual structure of Iranian decision-makers.
The two countries have different views on regional role, regional order and regional
leadership. The escalation of tensions and the divergence of interests between the two
sides in Iraq, Syria and Karabakh could be expanded to the point of entering the direct
confrontation phase. Tehran's threatening perception of the Zangezur corridor and the
increase in Israeli influence in Turkey and Azerbaijan have exacerbated pessimism in
this regard. At the same time, historical relations between the two neighboring coun-
tries and cooperation in the economic spheres are considered a pivotal factor in ad-
vancing Iran's Neighborhood Policy and regional economic diplomacy. The experience
of cooperation in the Qatar crisis and the 2017 referendum in the Kurdistan region
of Iraq also showed that Tehran and Ankara share common interests in at least some
thematic areas. The main question of this article is what is the basis for sinus oscillation
in Iran-Turkey relations between 2011 and 2023. The findings of the study based on
structural propositions show that perceptions and perceptions of security and threat
were the factors that led to the creation of various forms of Hobbesian (confrontation),
Lockean (competition) and Kantian (cooperation) cultures in Iran-Turkey relations.
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