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Abstract

With the intensification of the conflict between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Zionist regime following October 7, 2023, the concept of deterrence
has become increasingly central in analytical discussions. Many analysts,
by adopting deterrence as a primary framework, have focused on its trans-
formations within Iran. However, the fundamental question remains: does
this strategic concept possess sufficient theoretical adequacy to explain the
conflict between these two actors? The aim of raising this question is to
develop a framework that can offer a more precise explanation of the con-
flict, thereby enabling a more effective assessment of its implications from
anational security perspective. In response, the hypothesis proposed is that
deterrence falls under a state's defensive policies. Therefore, considering
the offensive nature of the strategies adopted by both Iran and the Zionist
regime in their confrontation, while deterrence remains a usable frame-
work to some extent, it lacks the theoretical sufficiency to fully account for
the nature of this conflict. This hypothesis is examined through a descrip-
tive-analytical approach, using data collected from documentary sources.
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