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Abstract

The role of new media and virtual social networks in the Arab uprisings
of the past decade has been the subject of numerous studies. It is widely
acknowledged that the expansion of internet access and the rapid growth
of social media users in the years leading up to December 2010 played a
significant role in the emergence of these uprisings and the major trans-
formations that followed in Middle Eastern countries. This study seeks to
further examine the formation and development of these uprisings from a
communication perspective, by analyzing the role of new media in facili-
tating and accelerating revolutionary movements. Using a descriptive-ana-
lytical method, this research analyzes previous studies on the role of social
media and mobile phones in organizing political protests. According to the
findings, the presence of a young, educated population in Arab countries,
coupled with the widespread use of new communication technologies and
dysfunctional governance structures, created a fertile ground for the upris-
ings. Moreover, modern information and communication technologies con-
tributed to the speed and spread of the revolutions across the Arab region.
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