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Abstract

Instagram is one of the most popular social networks in Iran and the world due
to its abundant and attractive capabilities, but along with its attractions, this
social network has caused a lot of damage to human societies. This research
uses the field-force analysis pathology model to identify the positive and neg-
ative pressure forces of Instagram in the hybrid war against Iran. Despite the
filtering of this network in Iran, this social network is still popular with many
Iranian users. The social conflicts in recent years in Iran resulted from a full-
scale hybrid war between the hegemonic system and the political opponents of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. Given its nature and as a tool at the disposal of the
hegemonic system and the opponents of the political system ruling Iran to lead
internal conflicts, Instagram has played a fundamental role in directing protests
by conducting psychological operations on the public mind and turning it into
a civil war. Also, due to the lack of media literacy of some users, this platform
has imposed a lot of damage on the culture of Iranian society and has fueled
fundamental issues in Iranian society. According to the results obtained from
this research, the negative pressure forces of Instagram are more effective than
the positive pressure forces on Iranian society and have played an important
role in creating fundamental challenges in society.
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