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Abstract

The natural gas industry; as one of Iran’s key strategic economic assets, plays a central role
in advancing sustainable development—an approach that not only improves economic and
environmental indicators but also aligns with the principles of justice, participation, and ac-
countability in governance. Western perspectives on sustainable development emphasize
transparency, intergenerational equity, resource conservation, and stakeholder engagement,
while Islamic teachings highlight moderation in resource utilization, preservation of the envi-
ronment as a divine trust, and the strengthening of solidarity within the Islamic community.
Possessing the world’s second-largest gas reserves, Iran holds significant potential to shape
regional energy architecture and enhance energy diplomacy across the Islamic world. Never-
theless, the country’s gas policymaking faces persistent challenges, including weak integrat-
ed governance, fragmented decision-making processes, and insufficient attention to strategic
environmental assessments. This study examines these issues by addressing the central
question of the key obstacles and requirements for achieving sustainable development in
Iran’s gas policy. The findings indicate that realizing sustainable development requires insti-
tutional reform, the establishment of participatory governance structures, long-term strate-
gic planning, and the targeted use of natural gas capacities to reinforce regional economic,
political, and cultural linkages. Strengthening transparency, accountability; and stakeholder
participation, while aligning gas policy with broader objectives of the Islamic world, can pro-
vide a foundation for balanced, indigenous, and justice-oriented development.
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