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Abstract

Takfiri Salafis, as one of the long-standing intellectual schools in Islamic history, have
consistently confronted the Islamic world with numerous upheavals and problems.
From within this current emerged Neo-Salafism, which, through the discursive con-
frontation of “Takfir” (excommunication), created an identity-based confrontation with
the Islamic Republic of Iran. (Problem Statement) The necessity of understanding this
intellectual school and the groups arising from it, such as ISIS, leads to the importance
of unity in the Islamic world. (Necessity) Various theories can be applied to the conse-
quences of Salafi-Takfirism; since Salafi-Takfirism possesses the elements of a discourse,
it can be analyzed within the framework of the “Discourse Theory” of Ernesto Laclau
and Chantal Mouffe. Accordingly; this research answers the question: “On what discur-
sive confrontations are Neo-Salafi currents based for their identity-based confrontation
with the Islamic Republic of Iran?” The paradigm governing this research is qualita-
tive and has proceeded by adopting a descriptive-analytical method utilizing library
and documentary data. The research hypothesis answers: “The Neo-Salafi school of
thought, which considers itself indebted to the ideas of bn Taymiyyah and Muhammad
ibn Abd al-Wahhab, is the ideological origin of contemporary extremist groups that
identify themselves through the ‘othering’ of Shi'ism and consider this confrontation to
be the ‘Greater Jihad” The findings of the research show that political Salafism threat-
ens national interests to the extent that the most important “ideological” components
of the Islamic Revolution, such as reducing Shi'a-Sunni and Arab-Non-Arab divides, and
conversely, emphasizing the Islam-Zionism conflict, are threatened by Salafis.
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