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Abstract

In recent decades, the “Neo-Traditionalist Nation-State” model has emerged in the Muslim
world in confrontation with the “Revival of the Islamic Caliphate.” The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) is a prominent example of the former approach, which, by adopting a Neo-Tradition-
alist religious paradigm based on a tolerant jurisprudence (Figh al-Maqasid), seeks to adjust
the boundaries of the Muslim world with modernity. In contrast, the “Revival of the Islamic
Caliphate” approach, within the framework of “political Islam” and Salafism, has created rad-
ical boundaries with the modern world, particularly Shia communities, and advocates for a
return to a caliphate order on the scale of a Unified Ummah. The main question of the present
research is how the UAE, by adopting a semi-democratic consultative (shura) model, without
embracing the political Islam-Salafi line, has achieved a considerable level of development
and welfare. Research findings indicate that the UAE’s Neo-Traditionalist Nation-State, sup-
ported by Figh al-Magasid and relying on the principle of “Shura” with the consultation of
Abdullah bin Bayyah, successfully placed religion in interaction with the state. This resulted
in a high degree of economic development at national and international levels, and conse-
quently, a significant amount of functional legitimacy. Despite such progress, the results of
this research suggest that the mentioned model may face challenges in the future, such as
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