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Abstract

Political narrative, or storytelling, is a formidable instrument in shaping percep-
tions and influencing public opinion within politics. As narrators of these narra-
tives, political leaders and figures endeavor to realize their policy objectives by
constructing a preferred reality. This concept extends to foreign policies, where
decision-makers employ narratives to delineate allies and adversaries, formu-
lating distinct strategies. Iran’s foreign policy towards Afghanistan provides a
salient illustration of this principle. The relationship between the two has a long
and fluctuating history, particularly evident during the period encompassing the
Taliban’s rise to power in 1996 and their subsequent reassertion of control in
2021. From 1996 to 2001, Iran’s policy towards the Taliban was predominantly
confrontational. However, in the aftermath of the Taliban’s fall and the establish-
ment of the second Taliban Emirate in 2021, there was a notable shift in Iran’s
stance toward a more interactive approach. The central inquiry of this research
is: in what ways has the narrative of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s foreign policy
toward the Taliban evolved between 1996 and 2021? The findings reveal that the

E-mail: narratives articulated by Iranian officials have undergone significant transforma-
Qorashi@shirazu.ac.ir tion and now predominantly shape the discourse, drawing upon three critical
elements: environment, characterization, and emplotment. Narrative research
has been applied as the methodological framework for this study.
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