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Abstract

Over the past five decades, Iran-UAE relations have been complex and
dispute-ridden, peaking in political confrontation and security tensions
between 2016 and 2020. Tensions eased with the new U.S. administra-
tion and Iran’s thirteenth government in 2021. This descriptive-analytical
study uses library sources to explore medium- and long-term scenarios:
cooperative Kantian relations, managed Lockean competition, or escalat-
ing Hobbesian hostility risking direct military conflict. Findings suggest
managed competition is most probable, as confrontation is too costly and
structural rivalries prevent deep convergence. Both states will likely bal-
ance rivalry with limited cooperation to maintain stability and protect na-
tional interests, reflecting the ongoing interplay of domestic, regional, and
global factors.
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