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Abstract

After Xi Jinping came to power in 2013, China has become more active in the field
of international relations. This active role has made China an important issue in the
politics of many countries. Therefore, understanding the fundamental and instru-
mental approaches of China’s foreign policy is inevitable for all countries. By the way,
decoding China’s foreign policy approaches is more important for Iran, which has
close relations with Beijing; because in the absence of accurate and documented un-
derstanding of China’s foreign policy approaches, relations with China will be affect-
ed by the pro-China enthusiasm of the Asia-oriented elites or the Sinophobic hatred
of the Western-oriented masses, and it will deny the possibility of forming balanced
and strong relations between the two countries. This article, using the Operational
Code Analysis method in foreign policy, seeks to identify Xi Jinping’s fundamental
and instrumental approaches in the field of foreign policy. For this purpose, a series
of Xi Jinping’s foreign policy speeches were analyzed using the online software Pro-
filer+. The results of the study revealed that Xi initially prefers peaceful resolution in
dealing with conflicts, and his other preferred options are conquest, stalemate, and
surrender, respectively. Therefore, contrary to the common perception among many
Iranian foreign policy elites that China seeks to overthrow the liberal international
order, and in this direction, the Middle East is also a key component of its strategy, Xi
Jinping seeks to resolve matters and is not seeking a direct confrontation with the US.
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