ISSN: 2717-0934 Vol.4, No.2, Serial No. 12, Summer 2022 http://journal.iiwfs.com/

The Journal of Fundamental and
o Applied Studies of the Islamic World

Iranian Association Sl 3%

TS ot @ https://doi.org/10.22034/FASIW.2022.336873.1139

Article Type: Research paper

Geopolitical Analysis of Conflict-Based Behavior Patterns and Inter-
actions in Iran-Saudi Relations

*Hoshmand Zarei Daramroudi', Hamid Reza Mohammadi?, Mohsen Azizzadeh Tasou;j?

1. MA in Political Geography, Department of Geography, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran
3. PhD in Political Geography, Faculty of Geography, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Article Info.

Received: 09/04,/2022 Accepted: 03/09/2022 Available Online: 11/09,/2022
BY NG

Abstract

Relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia have always been fraught with
conflict due to differences in economic, ideological, military and security
dimensions, but these conflicts have been accompanied by ups and downs in
their 90-year regional relationship. So that at every stage of the relationship,
after a period of tension and disconnection, and even limited wars and
conflicts under the influence of charm and a major turning point in the
relationship between the two countries, they are moving closer together and
peaceful relations and interactions in one They have had a temporary period.
The purpose of this article is to answer the question whether the geopolitical
analysis and relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia at different times lead to
conflict or interaction due to developments in the area of relations between Iran
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and Saudi Arabia? The results of this study show that the relations between
Iran and Saudi Arabia, due to their fundamental and structural differences,
influenced by internal and external factors, cannot easily eliminate this
conflict and tensions between the two countries. Taking into account the
historical relations between the two countries at different times and the
complexity of events over the last year and a half shows that both countries
are reducing tensions and moving towards engagement in the relationship.

Introduction

One of the most important geopolitical regions of the world, where
geopolitical events occured by various actors intensively, is the Southwest
Asian region, in which over the past decades, various developments have
made it vulnerable and confusing. International interactions of countries
with each other in this region are influenced by the geopolitical importance
of this region and its various developments. [ran and Saudi Arabia are two
important and decisive countries in the region due to their geopolitical
situations, their abilities and aspects. There is fierce competition between
two countries for increasing influence and being number one in the region,
in which different factors have led to continued competition in the historic
relationship between the two countries. However, in the history of the two
countries’ relations, regular changes between tension and proximity have
occurred. The evidences show that the two countries seek to manage their
disputes, improve their talks and the peace process and move towards
interaction at the peak of competition, and in this article, while examining
the historical relations of the two countries in several historical stages that
have moved towards interaction and coexistence, we examine the main
factors of interaction at the peak of competition and hostility of relations
of this period.

Research method

This research is fundamental in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical
interms of nature and method. The data collection is done by library method.
Qualitative analysis is used to analyze the findings. The final conclusion of
this study is done by qualitative method.

Discussion and findings
Looking at the history of relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia, it can be
found that among their relations, although always along with tension and
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never favorable, there are many ups and downs. This behavior has occurred
in the relations of the two countries for three periods, in which the first
period began with the commencement of the two countries’ relations in
1929 by the conclusion of the “Cooperation” treaty. After a period of tension
and conflict, the relations between the two countries were cut for five years
from 1943 to 1948 after the execution of an Iranian pilgrim by the Saudis.
The starting point in the second period of relations can be attributed to the
two countries’ exposure in blocking the Cold War and this has caused that
the two countries have enjoyed peaceful relations with the least tension for
nearly thirty years. Then, the two countries have entered a tension phase by
Iran’s revolutionary by exporting its revolution strategy, which has caused
unrest in some countries in the region. The security problems created for
Saudi Arabia and Iran’s post-war economic troubles paved the way for the
start of the third phase of the period of tension declining and engagement
in relations, and they had maintained relatively peaceful relations for
about fifteen years. Then, after the US invasion to Iraq and the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein, their relations between the two countries entered a phase
of intense regional competition, tension and conflict. The fourth wave of
relations between the two countries, as in the previous periods, has passed
all stages of interaction, competition, tension and conflict, and breakdown
and it is the beginning of this phase, and they just need an important and
influential turning point to start the relationship.

Conclusion

During many years of relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia, the relations
between the pattern of interaction and conflict have always fluctuated. By
examining what comes out of the two countries’ historical relations, the
two countries will move away from each other until they have at least some
mutual interest. Now these interests can be short-term or long-term, so in
this study, by examining the relations between the two countries throughout
the history of their relations, it has been concluded that in current, despite
the many conflicts and tensions in various unresolved issues in the two
countries’ relations, and given that these tensions do not benefit either of
them, and even these conflicts and tensions can lead them into direct war
with great loss. And given that historically, the cause of tension declining
in relations between the two countries always depends on a turning point
in relations. What diminished tensions between Iran and Saudi Arabia,
at least in the words of the two countries’ officials, is a process that has
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been around for about half a year, starting with the US withdrawal from the
“JCPOA” led to action and reaction in the two countries’ relations and also
events that make two countries to conclude that there is not any benefit
for them to continue the current situation, and it will only cost them more
resources to stay in this competition. Therefore, establishing a relationship
between them can be a win-win relation for both countries.
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