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Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979 marked a turning point in the political, social,
and security developments of the West Asian region. This revolution not only trans-
formed Iran's internal structures but also had extensive impacts on the power dynam-
ics in the region. As a result of this transformation, the Axis of Resistance emerged as
a politico-military movement. This axis, consisting of Iran, Hezbollah in Lebanon, Syr-
ia, Palestinian resistance groups, and other allied forces, has significantly influenced
the balance of power by altering the strategies of regional and international players.
In this context, the Islamic Republic of Iran, leveraging its ideological, geopolitical,
and military capabilities, has played a crucial role in leading and expanding this axis.

To analyze the role of the Axis of Resistance and the changes it has brought to
the region, neorealism, particularly the views of Kenneth Waltz, provides a suitable
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theoretical framework. This theory emphasizes that changes in the distribution
of power and global and regional structures lead to the formation of strategic
alliances and shifts in power dynamics. The Axis of Resistance, by weakening
strategic rivals and strengthening regional alliances, has played a key role in
redefining the regional order.

The Axis of Resistance, through its military power, active diplomacy, and se-
curity strategies, has altered the political landscape of the region and influenced
the policies of Western and Arab countries. Some of its most significant effects
include:

Role of the Axis of Resistance in Changing Security Strategies: The Axis
of Resistance, as an influential force in the region, has impacted the security and
military policies of various actors. By establishing military bases and support-
ing resistance groups, this axis has created effective deterrence against poten-
tial threats. These actions have not only strengthened Iran's security beyond
its borders but also paved the way for countering the aggressive policies of the
West and its regional allies.

Shift in the Regional Balance of Power: The Axis of Resistance has chal-
lenged the unilateral policies of the United States by creating new power poles
in the region. Through increased military and political cooperation among re-
gional actors, this axis has intensified existing rivalries and altered the balance
of power. Countries that were previously dependent on U.S. policies are now
seeking new relationships based on shared interests with Iran and resistance
groups.

Consolidation of Iran’s Regional Influence: One of the key outcomes of
the Axis of Resistance has been the expansion of Iran’s strategic depth in neigh-
boring countries. By capitalizing on the power vacuums created by U.S. failures
in Iraq and Afghanistan, Iran has strengthened its presence in these nations.
Support for resistance groups in Syria and Lebanon has further solidified Iran’s
position as a regional power. This influence has not only ensured Iran’s national
security but also enhanced its geopolitical standing at the regional and interna-
tional levels.

Failure of Western Strategies in Regional Order Formation: The policies
of the United States and its allies aimed at establishing a new regional order
that sidelines Iran have encountered multiple obstacles. Western efforts to con-
tain Iran through sanctions, diplomatic pressure, and support for internal op-
position have failed to diminish its influence. Instead, the Axis of Resistance,
through maintaining cohesion and coordination among its members, has shift-
ed the balance of power in favor of [ran. This trend has led to the failure of West-
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ern strategies in shaping their desired regional order.

Increasing Regional Actors’ Inclination Towards the Axis of Resistance:
In recent years, many regional players previously aligned with Western policies
have gradually gravitated towards the Axis of Resistance. The success of this
axis in countering security threats and maintaining regional stability has led
some countries to show greater willingness to cooperate with Iran and its allies.
This shift in approach has facilitated stronger regional cooperation and reduced
regional dependence on the West.

The victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the emergence of the Axis
of Resistance have brought about fundamental changes in regional and interna-
tional politics. By forming strategic alliances and supporting resistance groups,
Iran has managed to shift the balance of power in its favor and reduce the tra-
ditional influence of major powers in the region. The Axis of Resistance, as a
model of political and social convergence, has curbed the aggressive policies of
its rivals and altered their security and military strategies. This process, in ad-
dition to strengthening Iran’s position, has paved the way for the formation of a
multipolar order in West Asia. Overall, the Axis of Resistance has proven to be
a significant force in shaping the political and security landscape of the region
and influencing its future trajectory.
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