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Abstract

The question that is discussed in the research is to what extent is it possible for Iran 
to model China’s economic development model in the light of strategic cooperation 
between the two countries? What are the areas and obstacles in Iran’s approach to 
modeling China, especially in the field of economic development? According to the 
hypothesis, it seems; The mutual economic needs of Iran and China, joint criticism of 
the existing international order, China’s important role in attracting foreign invest-
ment, the One Belt/One Road economic plan, the position of the Middle East in Chi-
na’s energy supply, and political and security cooperation were mentioned as role 
models. In contrast to the variables; The different cultural structure of the two coun-
tries, institutionalism in Iran’s economy, the quantitative and qualitative demograph-
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ic structure of the two countries, the different economic structure, the social 
mistrust of Iranians towards economic cooperation with China, international 
sanctions against both countries, the influential weight of the level of trade Chi-
na and America as a sanctions-oriented power, China’s emphasis on the political 
geography of countries in the matter of economic development and its lack of 
modeling, and ambiguity in the foundations and real intentions of China’s eco-
nomic development model, as important obstacles to the feasibility of modeling 
China’s economic development model. It is discussed.

The nature of this research is descriptive and analytical and it is discussed 
in the framework of the theory of interdependence. The method of collecting 
information and resources of this research is qualitatively based on library and 
internet resources. Finally, the method of analyzing the collected information is 
also done qualitatively.

In order to understand the nature of the relations between the two countries 
China and Iran and especially the interest that Iran has shown to cooperate with 
China, the theory of interdependence is a theory from which the possibility of 
adapting Iran’s economic development model to China can be examined. gave 
However, it will be pointed out in the following that the mutual dependence of 
Iran and China faces important obstacles, which raises the question of how far it 
is possible for Iran to follow China’s model of economic development, and what 
are the obstacles. Is there a field?

With the investigations that were done, in examining the possibility of fol-
lowing the model of China’s economic development, there are many fields and 
obstacles that understanding the perspective of the interactions between the 
parties requires paying attention to the influential variables in this field. In the 
field of cooperation between the parties, we can mention things such as the 
mutual economic needs of Iran and China, joint criticism of the liberal economic 
system, China’s important contribution and role in helping to attract foreign in-
vestment, the perspective of the One Belt/One Road economic plan, the position 
He mentioned the Middle East and Iran in China’s energy supply and political 
and security cooperation between the parties.

On the other hand, it seems that the obstacles to Iran’s imitation of China’s 
economic development model cast a shadow on the future of the relations be-
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tween the parties. In this framework, different cultural structure, institutional 
avoidance, different economic structure, adoption of parallel laws, social mis-
trust, international sanctions, interweaving of the economy of China and the 
United States, China’s emphasis on the political geography of countries in eco-
nomic development and ambiguity in The fundamentals and real policy of Chi-
na’s economic development model were pointed out.

In the end, it is worth mentioning that the decision makers and the govern-
ment of Iran are still looking for local and international solutions and models 
for economic development. Of course, although there is no consensus on the 
principle of accepting the concept of development in the country yet, the ne-
cessity of economic development is still emphasized in the declaration field. In 
the meantime, China as an emerging economy is becoming an economic devel-
opment model for some countries that want a different experience. For Iran, 
the possibility of imitating China’s economic development model depends on 
the major areas and obstacles that need to be carefully considered in studying 
this issue. Even though the text mentions both the positive components and the 
obstacles of modeling, it seems that due to the lack of transparency in China’s 
strategy regarding its intention of economic cooperation in other countries, the 
weight of the obstacles to the feasibility of modeling is greater than its opportu-
nities. . Because some believe that China is trying to start economic cooperation 
with countries through debt trap diplomacy, especially in the form of the Silk 
Road project, and then by paying loans with heavy interest, it will force coun-
tries to follow China’s economic decision-making models. .

In this research, from the above approach to livestock policy, it is mentioned 
that the model of economic development is compulsory. In fact, in modeling 
the economic development model of China, it is considered important to model 
according to the domestic economic and political situation. It seems that even 
though China claims that the economic development model is different accord-
ing to the political geography of each country and it is not possible to apply 
a common version for all countries, but in practice, China is inclined towards 
economic cooperation with countries that, within the framework of coopera-
tion, its economic interests It should be prioritized and countries cannot have 
other alternatives for their cooperation through the financial aid they receive. 
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Therefore, in this research, the dual path of voluntary modeling and mandatory 
modeling is predicted as the two paths and ways forward for Iran’s economic 
development in cooperation with China, and the requirements and challenges 
of each of the above two paths are worthy of attention.

Key words: Iran's Economic Development, Compulsory following, Voluntary 
following, following Obstacles, Cooperation Prospect, China's Debt Trap 
Diplomacy.


