ISSN: 2717-0934 Vol.4, No.3, Serial No. 13, Fall 2022 http://journal.iiwfs.com/

The Journal of Fundamental and
o Applied Studies of the Islamic World

Iranian Association Sialy 335
of Geopolitics. -

TR o &) hitps:/idoi.org/10.22034/FASIW.2022.337301.1143

Article Type: Research paper

The United Nations' activity to settle the crisis in Afghanistan
(1947-2021)

Arzoo Ravanstan?, *Nozar Shafiei?, Hossein Deheshyar3, Rahmat Haji Mine*

1. Ph.D. student of International Relations, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

2. Assistant professor of International relations, department of Regional Studies, University of tehran, tehran, Iran

3. Professor, Department of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Allameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran
4. Assistant Professor of International Relations, Department of Communication and Social Sciences, Tehran East Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran

Article Info.

Received: 12/04/2022 Accepted: 30/08/2022 Available Online: 16/12/2022

Abstract

This research aims to analyze and evaluate the United Nations’ activity to settle the
crisis in Afghanistan by applying a qualitative method based upon data gathering us-
ing the United Nations archival resources and descriptive-analytical method to an-
swer how the United Nations' activity to settle the crisis in Afghanistan has been. the
research revealing theory is: The United Nation -one of the most influential inter-
governmental organizations- had excessive efforts by implementing and executing
political (Through the sixth and seventh resolutions of the UN Charter), diplomatic
enterprises (Through the Secretary General and his Special Presentative) and institu-
tionalization (By monitoring the implementation of resolutions and action) through
It reduced and confronted crises and empowered and rebuilt the country at some
point in time main institutions e.g. security council, general assembly and secre-
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tary-general to settle the crisis in Afghanistan, although the aim wasn’t quite
accomplished; the research findings according to Micheal Bercher international
crisis analysis model and principals indicate that the united nation organiza-
tion hadn’t been eminent in settling Afghanistan crisis due to organizational
weakness and conceptual dependency, despite having high independency and
legitimacy level at the international level, and acted passively and nonstrategic.

The end of the Second World War was the beginning of the development of
organized and regular international and regional relations and dependencies
and the comprehensive growth of multilateral cooperation of governments in
all fields such as political, economic, and social in international arrangements.
In this context, the United Nations as the best and best model and example of
an international governmental organization to provide and protect world peace
and security, steps into the field of international relations; Therefore, the role of
this organization is to protect peace and create security has been revealed to-
day in the form of deterring and preventing conflicts or limiting them. Therefore,
despite the many existing deficiencies, he has tried to objectify his capabilities
and competence in political fields as a peacemaker and as a reliable and serious
broker and agent in bilateral or multilateral relations; Although in this way, due to
structural weakness and material dependence, it has not achieved much success.

For example, in the Afghanistan crisis, which is considered one of the most
complex and long-lasting international tensions, the United Nations has tried to
resolve the issue by issuing many resolutions in most of the sixth and seventh
chapters of the United Nations Charter and appointing its special representa-
tive and sending them to the center of the crisis. and to play an active role in
ending crises. Despite this, in reducing or eliminating the crises that have oc-
curred and even now, the performance of this organization has often been pas-
sive, proactive, and non-strategic. For example, in 2001, under the pressure of
major powers, this organization recognized the invasion of Afghanistan by the
US and NATO coalition. Therefore, the activities of the United Nations in Afghan-
istan show that the operation of this organization has legitimized the will of the
great powers in the occupation and their movements against the opposition of
the world. Of course, it cannot be denied that some of the so-called democrat-
ic actions of this organization, such as holding and monitoring parliamentary
and presidential elections, have shown the positive performance of the United
Nations in Afghanistan. In this article, while making sense of the crisis from
Michael Brecher's point of view, we will discuss more the performance of the
United Nations in solving the Afghanistan crisis.
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This article is written by stating the question, what is the function of the
United Nations in the process of solving the Afghan crisis? We implemented and
moved forward. In this way, by examining the role and performance of the Unit-
ed Nations as the most influential international organization in the arena of the
international system, we examined the duties and performance of the three in-
fluential pillars of this organization in the process of resolving the Afghan crisis
and the measures that each pillar takes in reducing or reducing the crisis as the
keyword of crisis management. He has done in Afghanistan in the years 1947
to 2021. Actions that during a period of time led to the reduction, confrontation
and empowerment, and reconstruction of Afghanistan through legal measures
(with resolutions under the sixth and seventh chapters of the Charter), diplo-
matic and political measures (through the activities of the Secretary-General
and its special representative) and institution building (monitoring the imple-
mentation of resolutions and actions) and these actions were further realized
through cooperation with other regional organizations such as the European
Union and NATO and the supervision of the United Nations. Among them, it
is possible to evaluate the role of the United Nations as constructive, effective,
decisive, and active in terms of financial, political, planning, and management of
the various periods of presidential, assembly, and provincial council elections.

Despite this, the Afghan crisis has continued due to the structural and sub-
stantive weakness that has been repeatedly repeated by the member govern-
ments and various secretaries-general in this organization. In such way that the
existential philosophy of this organization was based on the multipolar system,
but during the cold war, this organization was a bipolar system and at the end
of the cold war, it was practically dominated by a superpower, which is not only
in contradiction with the existential philosophy of this organization, which is
currently It has become the most important problem of the United Nations.
Also, the fact that the five great powers have the right to veto and its illegal
use and abuse are evident in the continuation of the Afghan crisis. For exam-
ple, the Soviet Union vetoed several resolutions condemning and immediately
withdrawing its army from Afghanistan. As another permanent member of the
Security Council, with its support for Pakistan, China has considered the crises
formed and highlighted in Afghanistan as an internal matter and has continued
this situation until now. Also, the United States of America, which is one of the
main members of the United Nations Security Council, has repeatedly abused
its membership privilege in the Security Council. The issuance of a resolution
by the Security Council in 2001 regarding the attack on Afghanistan by the mil-
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itary forces of the United States and its allies (NATO) and the occupation of this
country for a period of twenty years is one of the examples of the weakness
and structural problems and the substantive dependence of this organization in
solving crises, including the Afghan crisis.
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