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Extended Abstract
The ever-increasing expansion of the soft and cultural power of Islam and the 
growing trend towards Islam, especially in European and American societies, 
against the material logic of Western civilization, has caused a kind of despera-
tion, passivity and helplessness among far-right politicians and Western racists 
and has forced them to All historical and civilizational capacities have been used 
in various layers of social causes (political, social, cultural, historical, security, 
etc.), the causes of discourse - worldview and the causes of conflicting meta-
phors - myths between the two civilizations of the West and Islam, making Islam 
the first class enemy of identity, western civilization and values and create a 
wave of Islamophobia and anti-Islamism in western societies. Especially after 
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the September 11 incident, due to bad media propaganda, public opinion 
has been affected and insulting Muslims and Islamic holy things has been 
placed at the top of racist movements and has created a new type of racism 
under the concept of Islamophobia. “Islamophobia” is a combination of Is-
lam and phobia, and phobia means an irrational and unreasonable aver-
sion or fear of something. The question that arises from the combination 
of these two words is that what is the reason for this unreasonable fear or 
dislike of Islam in the western society and in the minds of western people? 
Can superficial social, political, cultural and economic reasons alone have 
a convincing answer for the cause of this problem? Or what is happening 
in the upper layers of Western societies, both European and American, is 
rooted in the lower layers of the mind and history of man and Western 
society? Finding the causes of Islamophobia and anti-Islamism is so im-
portant and necessary that day by day we witness the intensification of 
such thoughts and behaviors not only in the minds of experts but also in 
the social context and among ordinary people of Western societies in the 
face of Islam and millions of Muslims.According to this, the main goal of 
the research is the causal layered analysis of Islamophobia in the West, and 
in this regard, its secondary goals are to explain the objective/litany layers 
and to identify and analyze the layers of causal systems, discourse-world-
view and myth-metaphor of the phenomenon of Islamophobia in the West. 
For this purpose, the main research question isThe roots and causes of the 
spread of Islamophobia in the West based on the method of causal layered 
Analysis include what causes and factors?

And the sub-questions are
1- How can the objective signs of the spread of Islamophobia in the West be 

analyzed in recent decades?
2- What are the roots of the spread of Islamophobia in the West at the level of 

causal systems (economic, social, political, cultural, security, etc.)?
3- What are the roots of the spread of Islamophobia in the West at the level 

of the worldview-discourse system?
4- What are the roots of the spread of Islamophobia in the West at the level 

of the myth-metaphor system?



Fall 2025, Volume 25, Number 3

49

Quarterly Journal of
Fundamental and Applied Studies of the Islamic World

48

Fall 2025, Volume 25, Number 3
Quarterly Journal of

Fundamental and Applied Studies of the Islamic World

This research seeks to collect and analyze data by using the method 
of causal layered analysis as a suitable method to analyze cultural-social 
events in future studies, and also by two methods of environmental sur-
vey of texts and interviews with experts, and to the research questions 
to answer.

Based on the investigations carried out during the current research, 
among the causes of Islamophobia in different layers and levels, we can 
include such things as the increase in the Muslim population in the West 
and the depiction of this issue as a cultural-security threat, the false belief 
and understanding of Islam by Westerners and the confrontation with it, 
the growth of takfiri movements in the Islamic world and the occurrence of 
terrorist incidents in the West Media deception in order to justify the inter-
ventionism of the West in the Islamic world, the rise of extreme right-wing 
parties in the West, the growth of political Islam in the Islamic world and 
the international system, the fundamental fear of the possibility of Islamists 
gaining power in the political arena, the financial crisis of the West due to 
the presence of Muslim immigrants, the growth of political Islam and the 
endangerment of the economic interests of the West in the energy center of 
the world (Persian Gulf), made of Islam and the East as the West (otheriza-
tion), cultural and historical conflict between Islam and the West, defensive 
reaction of Muslims against Western modernity, culture of xenophobia in the 
West, cultural decline and crisis of spirituality in Western civilization, dis-
course weakness of The West against Islamic logic, belief in the apocalyptic 
battle (war of civilizations), belief in the centrality and superiority of the 
West and the Western race, belief in the system of liberal democracy as an 
unrivaled intellectual system in the world, etc.

The findings of the research show that the roots and causes of Islam-
ophobia in the West include a range of issues from objective layers and 
political, social causal systems, etc. to discourse-worldview and myth-met-
aphor layers. The theorization and social expansion of Islamophobia in 
the West is not an action but a passive and desperate reaction against the 
growing wave of Islamism that has challenged the foundations of the West 
(in its historical, cultural and discursive sense) and The future of this pro-



Fall 2025, Volume 25, Number 3

PB

Quarterly Journal of
Fundamental and Applied Studies of the Islamic World

50

Fall 2025, Volume 25, Number 3

cess will expand more and more and will turn from Islamophobia to an-
ti-Islamism.
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